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The first documented Thanksgiving in the 
United States were conducted  by Spaniards 
in the early 1600’s. in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia in Jamestown which was the first per-
manent settlement.  The charter designated 
that the day of arrival in the U. S. be cele-
brated every year.   Abraham Lincoln de-
clared that the 4th Thursday of November be 
celebrated as Thanksgiving during the Civil 
War. 
Only Canada and the United States celebrate 
Thanksgiving.  Canada celebrates on the 2nd 
Monday of October.  The current Thanksgiving 
can be traced to 1621 when it was cele-
brated for a prosperous harvest.  At first it 
was a religious feast which later turned into a 
civil celebration. 

 THANKSGIVING       AND         CHRISTMAS          

 Coming Events: 

© 2010-12 Wheeling Historical Society and Museum                                                         http://WheelingHistoricalSociety.com 

The first Christmas was celebrated mid 4th century. 
It has evolved into what we are familiar with to-
day.   

The idea of decorating for Christmas started in the 
15th century.  Homes were decorated with ivy and 
holm, and bays.  Nativity scenes started in the 13th 
century with St. Francis of Asissi.  In 1860 Germany 
produced commercial decorations and that is the 
beginning of our traditional decorations.  Paper 
chains were made by children and placed around 
homes.  The Christmas Tree was chosen as a fir tree 
because of the triangular shape which was sym-
bolic of the trinity with the tip pointing to Heaven.  
Evergreens were chosen because they do not lose 
their leaves and symbolizes eternal life.   

 
Lollipop Lane December 1st. Through the 
9th. 
January 23rd. Regular general meeting. 
February 27th. White Elephant Auction 
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Message From The President 
Dear Members and Friends: 

Can you believe that Christmas is around the corner and its Lolli-
pop Lane time again. 

 
Many of you members and friends will be getting a call from Jill 
Koeppen about making cookies.  We need many dozen  again 
this year.  They are always a hit.   At the October meeting Elaine 
Simpson, the Chairman of Lollipop Lane, gave us a report on what 
was needed and what was purchased.  We will be decorating the 
trees on November 27th in the early afternoon.  Contact  Elaine  
to see where you can help out.  This year the ornament will be a 
Candy Cane with a green ribbon.  The Museum will be open on  
December1,2,8,9   from 2-4 p.m. only. 

 
The November meeting will be held on Tuesday November 13th . 
6:00 p.m.Board meeting and regular meeting to follow.   It’s a 
week early due to Thanksgiving,  Please come if you wish to help 
out at Lollipop Lane.  The dates this year are Saturday December 
1st through Sunday December 9th.  the times are Saturdays and 
Sundays 2-5 p.m. Monday-Friday 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.   All of 
our meetings are held at the Chamber Community Center ( Old 
White Church)  Chamber Park.  
 
Historically Yours;  

 
Joan Wiener 

The Curator’s Corner 

Thank You  
To all our cookie bakers 

and helpers 
 at Lollipop Lane  

We had a cub scout troop come and visit the 
museum.  They enjoyed seeing all our artifacts 
and especially enjoyed seeing the jail.  We will 
be busy decorating the museum for Lollipop Lane 
visitors.  We’re looking forward to having many 
visitors.   

Indian Trails Library has borrowed some of our 
artifacts for their Early American Display.  Drop 
by the library and check out the display. 

We have plans for getting our records updated 
and put on the computer to maintain a perma-
nent file of our inventory.  The Library has been 
a big help working with us trying to maintain and 
update files.   

In January we have big plans to reorganize file 
cabinets, shelves, pictures and move file cabinets. 

The library is donating some old file cabinets 
which they have outgrown so now we can store 
many of the ledgers and village pictures without 
compromising the wear and tear of these valu-
able items.  We always find some interesting 
piece of history accidently, just by looking for 
another item which may be related to the initial 
search, but we always find unique tidbits. 

Once again, thanks to all our Thursday morning 
helpers.  They are invaluable. 

Pat Steilen 
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Recipe of the Month 

 
Cook’s 

  Kitchen
 

The Ever Continuing the Story Of Wheeling’s Restaurant Row  

A major period of growth began with the advent of the automobile around 1914. Eating places like the Hartmann House, Chicago 
House, Union Hotel, Behm's, Wenzlaff's, Red Mary's Wheeling Inn, Forbach's Relic House, and Blum's all contributed to the fame of 
Wheeling's "Restaurant Row" as a place to come to eat.  (Clearly the Union Hotel was very popular even when we had horse and 
wagon, as seen in the picture above back in the late 1840’s.) 

The original Union Hotel wooden structure, was built in 1843.  Wheeling's first election was held there on June 19, 1894, and it was 
the scene of many local social events. The hotel and the hall beside it burned in 1925 and were replaced by the brick building.  Its 
host, Billy Moss, provides a congenial setting for food and drink that attracted 
visitors from miles around. 

The Union Hotel site was the home of the Wheeling Independent Newspaper 
from 1961, and later The Savoy Restaurant and Disco occupied the site around 
1976.  Billy And Company occupied the site in 1984, and is now residential.  

There was a livery stable on the east side of Milwaukee Ave. south of Dundee 
Rd. And of course there was a creamery, old Boehmer's, just to the east of 
Henry Reeb's mill. Mr. Boehmer used to make home-made ice cream on Satur-
days. You could go there on Sundays with a gallon syrup pail or something like Boehmer’s 

Gobble Gobble 
Yummy ! 
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The Ever Continuing the Story … Continued From Page 3 

that and he would pack it full for 90 cents. Very good eating! And on the big northeast corner where 
the bank is now was a roadhouse built at a later date. It was set back from the road just about the 
same distance as the bank is, and it was known as Red Mary's. The Masonic Temple was upstairs 
above the old store. It was a grocery store and general merchandise. 'Way back, John Schminke 
operated it and in later years Ed Welflin was located there. Bollenbach's store was next door in the 
brick building, and later on Ed Welflin moved over into the old Bollenbach store. It was finally taken 
over by Don Welflin until it was sold and torn down. Fassbender’s hardware store stood on the 
southeast corner of Milwaukee Ave. and Dundee Rd. It was built in 1845. The low building at left of 
the store was added much later and at different times housed Crawford's ice cream parlor, the 
Wheeling State Bank and the Royal Blue store. Both were torn down in 1977 to make way for River-
side Plaza.  

The Village which grew around these taverns, or "roadhouses" as the natives called them, became 
another typical Midwestern village 25 miles from the heart of Chicago. Partly because there was no 
railroad providing commuter service to the city, Wheeling did not grow as rapidly as other towns in 
the region which were located along commuter lines. But families lived here and the children had 
memorable years of schooling and playing like children everywhere. The Fifties brought the next 
major change, when farmland ….. gave way to subdivisions for housing and the population doubled 
again and again. With this growth came industrial and commercial development that changed the 
face of the Village to produce the Wheeling we know today. 

Cole Taylor Bank, in Wheeling, was char-
tered in 1921 as the Wheeling State Bank. It 
was founded by a group of local business-
men who saw the need to provide financial 
services to the flourishing Restaurant Row and 
to area farmers looking to finance the pur-
chase of modern equipment. It occupied two 
different corners of Dundee and Milwaukee 
before constructing the modern bank and 
office building at its present location. It was 

purchased in 1984 by the Cole Taylor Financial Group, Inc., becoming an important member of the 
five-bank holding company. Cole Taylor Bank/Main continues to support the community and serve 
their financial needs. 

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK OF WHEELING is a wholly owned subsidiary of Madison Financial Cor-
poration of Chicago, a multi-bank holding company which also includes Madison Bank and Trust 
Company and Madison National Bank. The original company was founded in 1955. The First Na-
tional Bank came to Wheeling to provide financial services for a newly growing area of the Village, 
first opening a storefront in Gaslight Shopping Center on Dundee Rd. in May of 1978. The bank 
moved into its own newly designed building at 125 N. McHenry Rd. in April, 1979. There it serves 
the local community residents as well as clients in the business and manufacturing area of Wheeling.  
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Union 
Hotel 
Menu 
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